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A Letter to the FouRTEEN INCORP0- 
RATIONS of EDINBURGH, 
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gs members of the reſpectable incorporations of this city, 
a vou are now called upon by your brethren, and the in- 
| habitants, to exert yourſelves as men of firmneſs and 

> ſpirit on this trying juncture of your affairs, which 

is ſo near at hand; when you mult ele and re-ele your repre- 
ſentatives in council. You ought, on this occaſion, to ſtrain every 
nerve in all your proceedings, in order that you may thereby be 
enabled to-make choice of ſuch men as will be firmly attached to 


| the intereſt of their reſpeQive incorporations, and will act conſiſt- 


ent with the advice of their conſtituents ; and ever be true to that 
party whom they promiſed to ſerve previous to their being voted 


into your long leets. 2 
ls it not a juſt matter of ſurpriſe, that the incorporations of E- 


dinburgh, among whom there are not only many clever ingenious 


tradeſmen, reſpectable wealthy citizens, but alſo not a few re- 


markabie for their knowledge, learning, and taſte, and notwith- 
ftanding, you are in greater bondage with reſpect to electing your 


own repreſentatives in council, than the incorporations of the moſt 


—— 
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remote trifling burgh in Scotland? Is it not really amazing, that 


you have not long ere now been able to free yourſelves from this 
ſervile yoke? The vigorous ſtruggle you are now making is 
chiefly owing to the activity of your late worthy chief magiſtrate. 

It is now high time, Gentlemen, to be rouſed from your le- 


thargy, and act as men of firmneſs and fortitude in conducting 


this election; and it is more than probable, that you will obtain 


' your liberty in leſs than. three years. 


Your preſeat bondage is indeed of a very humiliating nature : 
not to have it in your power either to chuſe your own deacons, or 
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to give them a voice in council ex-officio, is at once the ab- 
ſurd bondage that ever was heard of in any free country. By the 
ſet of the town, the extraordinary deacons have no voice in the 
ordinary council; and this is a grievance of which you ought to 
complain laudly. Out of the ſixteen members whom you ſend to 
council, fourteen deacons and two. trades-counſellors, only eight 
have a voice in the management of the "town's affairs ; whereas the 
merchants have ſeventeen votes in the ordinary council; ſo that 
your power in the management of the town's affairs, when com- 
pared with the merchants, is not as one is to three. But I muſt 
clear up this matter, and I will do it in ſuch a way as will make 
it obvious to the meaneſt capacity, oo + 01 
The town-council of Edinburgh confiſts of thirty-three mer- 
chants and tradeſmen, ſeventeen merchants and fixteen tradeſmen; 
fourteen of theſe are deacons, and two are trades-counſelors, in e- 
lecting whom you have no voice; fix deacons out of the fourteen 
are annually choſen council-deacons, which office gives them a 
right to vote in the ordinary council, which is made up of twen- 
ty-five, ſeventeen of whom are merchants, and eight tradeſmen, 
fix council-deacons and two'trades-counſellors; and in this ordi- 
nary council is vefted the ſole management of the affairs of the 
town. The other eight deacons have no power in council, though 
it is uſual for them to attend the weekly meetingss. 
Perhaps ſome may ſay, that all the extraordinary deacons have a 
voice in electing the magiſtrates. True: but they have no voice in 
making up the long leets; and of what conſequence is it for them 
to have a voice in electing merchants into theſe offices, as they 
are expreſsly prohibited by the ſet of the town from voting any of 
their friends upon the long leets, and without which they cannot 
be legal candidates. By this ſingle defect in your conſtitution, I 
hall make it appear, that a party of thirteen ſhall carry every ſtep. 
in an election, againſt a party of twenty. N 
* Suppoſe, for example, a party of thirteen, all members of the 
ordinary council, and another party made up of twelve of the or- 
dinary council and the eight extraordinary deacons, making in all 
twenty. The party of thirteen, by having a majority of one in 
the ordinary council, have it in their power to make up all the long 
leers as they chuſe; and if they can poſſibly get as many friends 
as will make up their numbers, who are diſpoſed. to join their in- 
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nook; it is impoſſible they can loſe any part of the election, as the 
extraordinary deacons are obliged by the ſet of the town to make 
choice of one of the number preſented; and altho' they may indeed 
prevent ſuch a party from filling any office in the council by any 
particular man, they cannot prevent them from gaining their end, 
and increaſing their numbers to ſeventeen at leaſt; and if any of 
ſuch a party are trades-counſellors or council-deacons, they are alſo 
to be added to the number: from all which it is evident, that thir- 


teen of the ordinary council cannot be prevented, at an election, 


from gaining a majority, including the ordinary deacons in the 
number of the loſing party: — And, after the election is over, they 


will ſtand nineteen, ſeventeen merchants and two trades-counſel- 


lors, which the ordinary council have alſo the power to appoint ; 
and this: will be their neat number, ſuppoſing them not to have 
gained over even one of the council-deacons, which is not very pro- 
bable now when politics has become a ſcience. Thus have I 


ſhown yon, Gentlemen, that your eight extraordinary deacons 


are, mere ciphers 1 in council, and have no concern in the manage- 
ment of the town's affairs, excepting in ſo far as they can prevent 
the minority —_ filling up the magittrates by any particular 
man. 


From this you ſee plainly, Gentlemen, how contracted your 


power is in the council of Edinburgh, ſuppoſing you to be ſuc- 
ceſsful in the law-ſuit in which you are juſt now engaged; Ir 
muſt be granted, indeed, from the ſet of the town, you are much 
more ſo at preſent ; the magiſtrates having it in their power to 
put a negative upon any three of your members in each incorpo- 
ration, every election, by ſhortening your long leets. - 
+I am certain that you have all, long ere now, obſerved, that 
the three tradeſmen whom they ſcore out of each leet annually, 
are almoſt always the moſt ſenſible and reſpectable men of the 
fix, and generally thoſe who have moſt power in each incor- 
poration; and the fact is notorious, that by this many of the firſt 
burghers in Edinburgh have long ſuffered themſelves to be fooled 
and hood-winked by the council, though, at the ſame time, their 
incorporations were all unanimous in their intereſt. | 
On the contrary, if you take a ſurvey of the characters and a- 
bilities of thoſe who have been choſen deacons, and council-dea- 
cans, for theſe ten or twelve years = you will find, that the 
much 
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Much greater number of them were, when choſen, either poor or 
inſolvent, and conſequently could have no other motives but their 
own private intereſt in puſhing themſelves into offices, the digni- 
ty and expence of which they were incapable to ſupport; and that 
moſt of them became bankrupts immediately after they came off 
from the council, wiſely judging this the beſt time to. get them=. 
ſelves provided for. | 
Is it not alſo equally true, that among the hu tradeſmen Who 
have by accident got into the council, who have behaved them- 
ſelves as men of ſpirit and candour, who, according to the com- 
mon phraſe, would not ſuffer themſelves to be led by the Nosk, or 
governed by men whom they judged unworthy of ſuch a taſk ; 
have not ſuch of thoſe, pr have ſince failed in their circumſtan- | 
ces, been neglected and forgotten, and not a few ſuffered to die in 
want and obſcurity? Theſe are facts, Gentlemen, which I hope 
will never be overlooked by the generous and humane. 
Are not all of you perfectly convinced, that the men who have. 
ſo long directed the politics of this city, are neither qualified by 
their education, knowledge, fortune, or breeding, to manage the 
affairs of the metropolis of Scotland? Beſides, they have of- 
ten given you good cauſe to believe, that their own private inte- 
reſt, and not the good of the public, is what they have all along 
had principally in view. e 
But I muſt ſay a little concerning thoſe who have filled the of- 
fices of magiſtrates. | 
The old party (known by the name of Sir. Laurence's party) 
have for theſe many years paſt, become. ſo obnoxious to the pu- 
blic, and better ſort of merchants and citizens, that they have 
been much at a loſs to make up their number ; and conſequently 
obliged, from neceſſity, to elect into the offices of magiſtrates, a 
{et of ignorant, low-bred men, whoſe only fortune was their po- 
verty and their pride, who on all occaſions chearfully accept, up- 
on account of the good conſequences with which ſuch offices are 
attended. An infolvent merchant, who has been a magiſtrate, 
is intitled to L. 25 Sterling per annum during life, though, in e- 
very other reſpect, not intitled, either by their ſenſe or education. 
to wield the ſceptre of juſtice, and who have only been known to 
che 4 mo 115 the conſpicuous badge of their n a gold _ 
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which ſerves only to publiſh their ignorance, and point out their 
ſhops to the public. | | 

Thus, Gentlemen, has the name of the magiſtrates of Edin- 
burgh, though in every reſpect highly honourable, become cha- 
- raters which no ſenſible men talk of in a judicial capacity but 
with the utmoſt deteſtation and ridicule; and the ignorance of 
this city's magiſtrates has now become a common proverb among 
% 

o thi it may j imputed, why ſo many, I may 
ſay all, the better ſort Fe have diſdained to be con- 
nected with the town- council; and the few who have, have be- 
come tired long before their time was expired, finding their lead- 
ers men void of principle and breeding, conſequently not to be 
borne with, either as magiſtrates or companions. Such was the 
caſe with the preſent P——t ; and I verily believe, if his greed of 
L. 500'per annum had not got: the better of his pride, he would 
never again have been concerned with the council: his behaviour 
at __ time diſplayed a dubiety of character which time will ne- 
ver efface. | | 

And thus the public utility of a populous city has been barter- 
ed for the private emolument of a few individuals. Some may 
fay, they have not embezzeled any of the city's funds. This I am 
not quite certain of: ſome men do juſtice from neceſſity ; or per- 
haps they are honeſt in wholeſale, in order that they may be 
greater villains in retail. 1 8 

From theſe facts it is at leaſt evident, that the good of the pu- 
blie is what they have leaſt ſtudied; and we all know, that thoſe, 
who have been at the helm of affairs have made rich by politics 
and moſt men are of opinion, that this is not the moſt honeſt. 
way of making a fortune, | 
I cannot conclude this letter without adding a few other cir- 
cumſtances relative to the enſuing election. | 
It is not without ſome degree of pain, that I hear many citi- 
zens obſerving, that if the new party are ſucceſsful, the trades, 
and the inhabitants in general, will be far from gaining any degree 
of freedom and liberty by the change. On the contrary, if the 
town was under the management of the D—e of B——h and his 
friends, then we would be ruled with a rod of iron, in the proper 
meaning of the phraſe : and beſides, it is ſaid, they would fill up 
| B every 
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ftow them upon, Some have even gone ſo very far as to inſi- 
nuate, that not even a beadle's place in any of the kirks of Edin- 
burgh would be given away, without conſulting a great lawyer; 
and therefore, for their part, they will be the friends of no party 
whatever, but will be the ſupporters of the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the cit. e ba 
All of which, Gentlemen, are illiberal and unjuſt inſinuations, 
highly prejudicial to the intereſt of a worthy Nobleman, and the 
Gentlemen who are connected with him in the preſent political 
conteſt, There is not one man in Edinburgh who lies under no 
prejudice, who will allow himfelf to think, that men of ſuch 
high and reſpectable characters as his G—e and the Ld A——e 
of Scotland will ever degrade themſelves, by interfering in no- 
minating captains of the city-guard, D. G. officer, beadles, and 
bellmen. No! Gentlemen, theſe are the opinions of a defigning 
cunning party, who propagate ſuch falſe notions among the more 
ignorant citizens, or led horſe, as they are fignificantly called; 
with an intention to intimidate you in your preſent ſpirited un- 
dertaking, But I would adviſe all of you who are the profeſſed ' 
friends to the intereſt of his G ce, and are defirous that this in- 
novation take place, to be ever properly aware of all thoſe who 
endeavour to infinuate themſelves into your favour, under the 
falſe names of the ſupporters of the liberty and independence of 
the city. Not a few are to offer themſelves candidates in different 
incorporations, under this pretence. If you truſt any ſuch upon 
your long leets, you will ſoon find to your coſt, that you have 
nouriſhed vip ERS, who will ſoon gather ſtrength, and ſting you 
to the vitals. 3 | | 
Artful men muſt always have fome pretence for their conduct, 
however villanous and unjuſt : and none appears more plauſible 
and deluding to the honeft and unwary mind, than the ſpecious 

pretence of being the abettors of liberty and independence. 
There is one circumſtance which I muſt mention, Gentlemen, 
and you will no doubt think it laughable ; and that is, if there is 
not a ſadden change, both of men and manners, you will ſoon 
find yourſelves in imminent danger from the attacks of the mer | 
| , C. 
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ne. I am ſorry to ſay it; and I would be among the firſt men 
who would aſſiſt you. And though the mob have not yer gone 
any great length, it was with ſome difficulty that the magiſtrates, 
the ſaſt two elections, got ſafe into Walker's tavern from the 
council-chamber, . and got themſelves ſaved from the his of the 
croud, and the pelt of the rabble. And if P——t S——, and one 
or two more reſpectable men, had not been along with them, it is 
hard to ſay what might have happened. | 
The next thing to which I will direct your attention, is the ma- 
ny good conſequences which would ariſe to you, and the inhabi- 
tants in general, from ſuch a change as is now propoſed. But 
this will make the ſubje of a ſecond letter, providing this meets 
with a favourable reception. I hope it contains ſome thoughts 
which may be of ſervice on this occaſion. I have preſented you 
with what has occurred to me upon this ſubject. And as I have 
wrote it in an evening, you cannot imagine I-have paid any re- 
gard to dreſs or arrangement, ; 


7 


I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Tour moſt humble ſervant, | - 


A CITIZEN, 


Edinburgh, September 9.777. 
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